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Amidst Budget Cuts, 
Record Enrollment
This year’s economic climate has not prevented programs 
in Slavic and East European 
studies from attracting students in 
unprecedented numbers. CSEEES and 
affiliated campus units now face the 
double challenge of accommodating 
record-high student enrollment on a 
significantly diminished budget. 
In recognition of the program’s 
strong reputation, reflected in the 
granting of Fulbright Awards to 
four CSEEES-affiliated students last 
spring, the College of Arts & Sciences 
and the Provost Office have allocated 
program funds to help offset cuts in 
CSEEES Title VI federal funding.
The Department of Slavic 
Languages and Literatures, which 
merged with the Germanic 
Department this summer, currently 
has more undergraduate majors than 
ever before. Its language courses 
have since begun to feel the strain.
“Because we’re teaching fewer 
language classes overall, the ones 
that we are teaching are full or 
overfull,” said Christopher Putney, 
Director of Slavic and East European 
Languages and Literatures. “Our two 
sections of RUSS 101 are packed.”
At the same time, Putney said, 
the department has seen a steady 
increase in non-Russian language 
enrollment and a growing interest 
among heritage speakers. 
“As a Slavic-language speaker, 
I admire American students who 
are not afraid of the challenge,” 
said first-year MA student Jenya 
Spallino-Mironova, a Belarus native 
studying Czech on a UNC CSEEES 
FLAS Fellowship. “Their enthusiasm 
for Czech is catching!”
The Masters degree program in 
Russian and East European Studies 
(RUES) welcomed its largest-ever 
incoming class this fall. A record 
24 U.S. Department of Education 
Foreign Language and Area Studies 
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Two Russian History Scholars Receive One-Time Research Grant
Two scholars of Russian history are among the five UNC 
graduate students who received 
a total of $134,139 in last-minute 
funding toward dissertation research 
abroad. 
Funds became available through 
a special grant of $3.16 million from 
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
to support students during six to 12 
months of overseas research. 
The grant was created “so as not 
to throw into turmoil the plans of 
young scholars already nominated 
to receive awards,” said Don Randel, 
president of the Foundation.
The awards will be administered 
in the form of Graduate Fellowships 
for International Study through the 
non-profit Institute of International 
Education (IEE). 
Fellowship recipients Aaron Hale-
Dorrell of Carrboro, NC, and Adrienne 
Jacobs of Anchorage, Alaska, will 
conduct research in Russia that 
focuses on the socio-cultural impact 
of Nikita Khrushchev’s corn campaign, 
and on the history of Soviet cuisine 
through the rise of consumerism and 
changing Soviet identities.
cont. on page 3
By the Numbers
More than      
students enrolled in 
language courses 
(Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian, 
Czech, Hungarian, Polish, Uzbek, 
Romanian, Russian, and Turkish 
at UNC and Duke).
235
11 incoming MA RUES students
51 undergraduate majors and minors 
in Slavic Languages and 
Literatures
10 Academic Year FLAS Awards 
Summer FLAS 
Awards14
Information provided by the Department 
of Germanic and Slavic Languages and 
Literatures and UNC & Duke CSEEES.
Announcements
Davis Library welcomes Kirill Tolpygo, 
curator of the André Savine Collection, as 
Interim Librarian for Slavic and East European 
Resources. 
Amanda Brickell-Bellows (Ph.D. Candidate, 
History) discussed the music of Russian serfs 
and African-American slaves in her article, 
“No Language Like Song,” which appeared 
Sept. 16 in the online commentary section of 
The New York Times.
Tim Flood (Associate Professor of 
Management Communication, Kenan-
Flagler Business School) attended the Society 
for International Education and Research 
(SIETAR) conference, held Sept. 21-25 in 
Krakow, Poland, where he presented on the 
CultureActive Cross-Cultural Dialogue Mat.
UNC faculty and students will present 
research, participate in roundtable 
discussions and moderate panels at the 43rd 
Annual Convention of the Association for 
Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, 
to be held Nov. 17-20 in Washington, D.C. 
Participants include:
Ph.D. Candidate • Cassandra Hartblay 
from the Department of Anthropology;
Professor • Jacqueline Olich and Center 
Fellow Oleh Wolowyna from CSEEES;
Professor • Steven Rosefielde from the 
Department of Economics;
Professor • John Pickles, Geography 
Department Chair; 
Professors • Radislav Lapushin, 
Madeline G. Levine, Hana Pichova and 
Eva Wampuszyc from the Department 
of Germanic and Slavic Languages and 
Literatures;
Erica Johnson,•  Lecturer and Director 
of Masters Studies in Global Studies;
Professor • Louise McReynolds, 
Lecturers Emily Baran and Waitman Beorn, 
and Ph.D. Candidates Edward Geist, Zsolt 
Nagy, Michael Palauskas, Andrew Ringlee 
and Audra Yoder from the Department of 
History; 
Professors • Graeme Robertson 
and Milada Anna Vachudova from the 
Department of Political Science;
Kirill Tolpygo• , Curator of the André 
Savine Collection and Interim Librarian for 
Slavic and East European Resources. 
Coming to Terms with Poetry
Radislav Lapushin, professor of Russian literature, discussed the poetic 
renaissance of the Khrushchev Thaw in his Sept. 22 essay presentation.
Despite its rich poetic history, modern-day 
Russia is a “post-poetry 
world” according to Radislav 
Lapushin, Assistant Professor 
in the Department of Germanic 
and Slavic Languages and 
Literatures. 
In his Sept. 22 presentation 
for the Carolina Seminar Series: 
Russia and its Neighbors, 
East and West, Lapushin 
transported the audience 
back to the  USSR of the 
1950s, a world in which 
verse assumed an almost 
supernatural role.
When one thinks about 
the leadership of Nikita 
Khrushchev, the word poetry 
doesn’t exactly spring to mind. 
But it was precisely this 
literary form that flourished 
most vividly as a medium of self-
expression during the cultural 
reawakening of the Khrushchev 
Thaw. Lapushin explored the 
poetic renaissance in his essay, 
“Coming to Terms with Poetry: 
Vicissitudes of ‘Self-Expression’ 
in the 1950s,” describing the 
Thaw as a time when “poetry 
was more than just poetry—it 
was a force to be reckoned 
with.”
Opening with a poetry-
reading scene from the 1962 
Soviet cult film, Zastava Ilyicha 
(The Ilyich Gate), Lapushin 
developed the explanation that 
poetry—with its immediacy, 
urgency and universality— 
was best able to articulate the 
excitement and uncertainty 
that accompanied the tentative 
acquisition of new values. 
His talk was peppered with 
memorable quotes and poetry 
verses from the time period, 
often recited in Russian.
After the presentation, 
Lapushin was asked about the 
future of Russian poetry.
“Great poets are made by 
great readers,” he responded. 
“We need great readers for 
poetry to be great again.”
”“
The Russia of 
today is a post-
poetry world.
Guest Article: Business School Curriculum Goes to Croatia
Friends honor a retiring colleague
After thirty years and thousands of pages turned at UNC, Nadia Zilper, 
Department Head of Global Resources 
and Area Studies and the curator of two 
prominent Library collections, opens a new 
chapter in her own book. 
Colleagues gathered to celebrate Nadia’s 
retirement on Sept. 1, 2011, recognizing 
the long-time curator of the Slavic and 
East European Collection and the André 
Savine Collection for her “beyond-human 
multitasking abilities” and her habit of 
never “taking nyet for an answer.”
“During her time at UNC, the collection 
quintupled in size and earned the respect 
of scholars around the world,” said CSEEES 
Associate Director Jacqueline Olich, who 
first worked with Nadia as a graduate 
student. “She set a high standard for all of 
us to follow.”
‘Be well. Soar. Keep 
in touch.’
Among the highlights of my job are the trips I’ve led as part of 
the MBA Program’s Global Immersion 
Elective (GIE) curriculum. The GIEs 
have covered nearly two dozen 
countries over the 
years; in May 2011, 
my colleague, Mindy 
Storrie, and I led a 
group of students to 
Istanbul, Turkey and 
the Croatian cities of 
Zagreb and Zadar.
The experience 
was amazing due in enormous part 
to the work of Jacqueline Olich and 
her network at the Center for Slavic, 
Eurasian & East European Studies.
Jackie and I met for lunch, and I 
felt like a freshman as I took copious 
notes, barely able to keep up as 
she outlined resources in the US, 
contacts in Croatia, and speakers 
for our pre-departure class. She and 
Adnan Džumhur, Lecturer in Bosnian-
Croatian-Serbian, did a great job in 
speaking to our class and providing 
relevant hand-holds into Croatia’s 
complex history.
Istanbul speaks to me in new 
ways each 
time I visit, 
but Croatia 




e v e r y t h i n g 
a European 
capital should—glorious churches, 
amazing museums, wonderful food, 
a vibrant city center, and architecture 
and infrastructure that speak to both 
its long history and its current energy 
and initiative. 
During our trip we visited a 
financial-policy think tank, a family 
winery, a cargo-ship conglomerate 
and a marina. We also met with a 
variety of entrepreneurs, including 
UNC alum Tomislav Matić, a Croatian 
native who founded a private equity 
firm in Zagreb. 
In every case, we gleaned first-
hand insights into logistics, policy, 
marketing, finance, government 
intervention, the promise and 
peril inherent in EU membership, 
and, most importantly, about the 
impact that brilliant and committed 
individuals can have on their 
world. And we learned all of this 
in situations that overflowed with 
Croatian hospitality and pride. 
I’ve since been to the UK and 
Poland and have been reminded, in 
each place, of something Croatian. 
I guess that’s what that place does 
to you. So, go—but before you go, 
check with Jackie and the great folks 
at CSEEES; they’ll point you in the 
right direction. Nazdravlje!
by Tim Flood, Associate Professor, 
Kenan-Flagler Business School
“ ”
I’ve since been 
reminded, in each 
place, of some-
thing Croatian.
(FLAS) Awards were granted to 
undergraduate and graduate 
students across various disciplines 
for intensive summer or year-
long study of Armenian, Bosnian-
Croatian-Serbian, Czech, Hungarian, 
Polish, Russian and Tatar.  
First-year MA RUES student 
Hannah Gaddis is combining her 
regional focus on Russia with Polish 
courses.
“Studying this region is very 
important because with Russia and 
Eastern Europe opening up more, 
the interactions with these countries 
will only increase,” she said.
The area’s ongoing social and 
economic development offers 
tremendous opportunities for 
employment, a factor which may 
encourage high student enrollment.
“Our majors have found that a 
degree in Slavic studies recommends 
them highly to prospective 
employers” because it demonstrates 
ability to master a complex subject, 
Putney said.
Nadia Zilper, above, at her retirement reception. Stay tuned to meet her successor, Kirill 
Tolpygo, in our winter newsletter.
Record Enrollment cont. 
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In Memory
Shannon Beebe, MA ‘03
Dear Friends,
I am sad to report that Shannon Beebe, MA ‘03, passed away on Sunday, August 7, 2011 in Warrenton, VA. He 
was piloting a small aircraft that crashed near the Warrenton Air Park. Shannon and Elizabeth Pignatello, a patent 
attorney, died in the crash.
A Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Army, Shannon 
graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill with an MA RUES degree 
in December 2003. He was also a 1991 graduate of the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point. He most recently served 
as Assistant Army Attaché for the U.S. Africa Command 
station and was co-author of The Ultimate Weapon is No 
Weapon: Human Security and the New Rules of War and 
Peace with Mary Kaldor.
We recently had the opportunity to visit with him at the 
RUES networking event in Alexandria, VA, in April. A photo 
from the event shows Shannon, center, with fellow alumni 
Norm Litterini (MA ‘03) on the right and Jeff Jennette (MA 
‘03) on the left. 
Those who knew Shannon will remember his zest for 
life and a presence that could easily fill a room.
Sincerely, Bob Jenkins
CSEEES Director Shannon Beebe, center, at the RUES Networking Reception.
